TO    THE    BARRIER
I was glad when Dates, at a signal from Douglas in the
cockpit of the Moth, said " Easy there! !" and I was able to
rest on my oars, though not yet on my laurels. One of the
mechanics, standing upon the float of the aeroplane, turned
the propeller (or better perhaps, the " prop "} and with a
stuttering roar the engine started. Marr slipped the tow-
rope and, to my relief, took the other pair of oars. The
Moth taxied away from us with the mechanic still standing
on the float and we pulled like ten men after her. Then
suddenly we heard the engine of the Moth stop and, looking
round, saw her for a horrid second lift one of her great feet
out of the water and dip the other wing towards the surface.
The mechanic staggered and clutched at the struts for a
moment and she righted herself. The engine roared again.
We pulled up to her and the mechanic jumped into the
pram. Then she was off. Plumes of spray shot outwards
from her floats as she rushed towards the other side of the
lead. When we thought she must surely strike the ice
floes on the farther side of the great stretch of water she rose
and became a bird, soaring with grace and power round and
up towards the hurrying clouds. Soon she was a tiny insect
alternately veiled and revealed by the shifting grey wraiths
through which she sped.
But now we had to get back to the ship which, unable to
remain long stationary for fear of ice floes drifting down upon
her, had during the whole of this time been cruising slowly
round the lead. She was now a little toy ship nearly two
miles away. Of the motor-boat which was to tow us back
to her there was no sign. She was apparently in a bad
mood. Against the wind we pulled. Marr and I had the
only pairs of oars so that Gates and the mechanic, sitting on
the stern thwart, could do nothing except offer to take a
turn from time to time. And to allow this we were too
proud. Before long I wished we did not have to be so
proud for the stiff and freshening wind was against us and
the rising chop on the water lolloped loudly against the